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Teaching Notes

This document of notes and song lyrics is intended for teachers and teaching assistants who
are using our double CD resource: Songs for Early Years Letters and Sounds (MFS 031) -
and who are working with children on Phase One of the new Primary National Strategy

Letters and Sounds ? teaching programme.

The CDs present a unique collection of 32 original songs (with narration) for children in the
Early Years Foundation Stage , and have been specifically designed to facilitate teaching
and learning of children’s key skills in the area of Communication, Language and Literacy. It also
offers teachers an engaging range of songs for use in the area of children’s Creative Develop-
ment.

This document follows the same structure as the CDs - 8 sections, each with 4 songs -
and presents the full song lyrics alongside aims and teaching notes relating to each song.
Whilst both CDs can also be used for lighter enjoyment and listening, it is intended that teachers
should use them as music-based teaching tools relating specifically to Phase One of the

() Dr Brendon Renwick is a qualified teacher, music education consultant and early years music specialist, working in schools and
nurseries throughout the Northeast of England.

(2 Letters and Sounds (Letters and Sounds © Crown Copyright 2007 - DfES / DCSF) replaces Progression in Phonics and Playing with Sounds,
and is now used widely throughout UK schools and nurseries as the preferred teaching programme for the Communication, Language
and Literacy area of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Only purchasers of the Songs for Early Years Letters and Sounds compact disc recordings
(MFS 031) are permitted to access this PDF document, and these institutions / individuals
are listed on our ‘register of purchasers’. Purchasers may freely copy and print this docu-
ment, but the document must not be altered or passed to any non-purchasing institutions,
individuals or third parties.
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o Environmental Sound Songs
S
> These four songs present a range of fun scenarios to help explore Aspect 1 - Phase One
1 B (environmental sounds) through singing. They encourage children to recall and reproduce
animal sounds and outdoor sounds, with good opportunities to include actions and move-
Relates to:

Aspect 1 - environmental sounds

Main purpose:

To help develop listening skills and encour-
age recall and vocal imitation of familiar ani-
mal sounds.

Teaching notes:

* Encourage children to vocally imitate the
animal sounds at the appropriate points dur-
ing the song.

« Children can later be arranged into groups
of the animals, then respond as a group,
taking their turn during the song.

« As a further development, the song
scenario can be acted out, with a child
progressing ‘down the lane’ (walking from
group to group) during the song.

* Children will naturally focus upon making
their animal sounds, but when familiar with
the song, encourage them to join in with the
words of the song - singing throughout if pos-
sible.

As I Ran Down A Country Lane

VERSE

As [ ran down a country lane

I heard a sound and turned around.
(vocal sound) Moo - Moo - Moo.
(spoken) Good morning cow,

I'm busy right now.

(vocal sound) Moo - Moo - Moo.

OTHER VERSES
(each time repeat lines 1 + 2 of VERSE 1
then sing...)

(vocal sound) Baa - Baa - Baa.
(spoken) Good morning sheep,
you should be asleep.

(vocal sound) Baa - Baa - Baa.

(vocal sound) Oink - Oink - Oink.
(spoken) Good morning pig,
you're ever so big.

(vocal sound) Oink - Oink - Oink.

(vocal sound) Raa - Raa - Raa.
(spoken) Good morning crow,
your voice is so low.

(vocal sound) Raa - Raa - Raa.

(vocal sound) Naa - Naa - Naa.
(spoken) Good morning goat,

I do like your coat.

(vocal sound) Naa - Naa - Naa.

FINAL VERSE :

(vocal sound) Roar... !
(spoken) Good morning lion.
I better get going !

(vocal sound) Roar... !
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Instrumental Sounds Songs

tal sounds) in a structured way. Children are encouraged to identify, listen to, play and modify
their instrumental sounds. A range of common untuned/unpitched percussion instruments
should be used which are safe and easy for children to hold and play. Instrumental
groups/families are explored as too are the musical elements: dynamics (loud/quiet) and

} 1 These four songs enable teachers and children to explore Aspect 2 - Phase One (instrumen-

tempo (fast/slow).

Relates to:
Aspect 2 - instrumental sounds

Main purpose:

To help children identify and play groups of
percussion instruments and to experience
their particular sound quality (timbre).

Main musical element: Timbre

Teaching notes:

« Help children to explore a range of
untuned/unpitched percussion, such as bells,
triangles, various shakers, various wooden
blocks, maracas, rattles and various drums. It
is important that these can be easily sorted
and identified as belonging to groups of either
metal, wooden, plastic or drum-based
instruments.

 Note: instrumental groups should be
defined by the part of the instrument that
makes the sound, so pay particular attention
to instruments like tambourines, cabasas or
shakers, as these may be confusing for
children to allocate to a group. Nevertheless,
drums of all varieties (skin or plastic) should be
identified here as belonging to their own
group.

* Allocate instruments, but spend time
ensuring that children know how to hold and
play them. Pay particular attention to the type
of beater that children may need to generate
the best sound quality (timbre) from their
instrument.

« Group children around the room in
preparation for the song, carefully directing
children during early playings of the song. If
preferred, ask children to stand up when it is
their turn.

+ Later, allow children to independently
decide if it is their turn to play.

Listen To The Musical Instruments

VERSE 1

Listen to the metal instruments,
metal instruments,

metal instruments.

Listen to the metal instruments,
we can play them all day.

VERSE 2

Listen to the wooden instruments,
wooden instruments,

wooden instruments.

Listen to the wooden instruments,
we can play them all day.

VERSE 3

Listen to the plastic instruments,
plastic instruments,

plastic instruments.

Listen to the plastic instruments,
we can play them all day.

VERSE 4

Listen to the drum-drum instruments,
drum-drum instruments,

drum-drum instruments.

Listen to the drum-drum instruments,
we can play them all day.

VERSE 5

Listen to the musical instruments,
musical instruments,

musical instruments.

Listen to the musical instruments,
we can play them all day.

We can play them all day,

we can play them all day.
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Body Percussion Songs

1 The last four songs on CD 1 enable teachers and children to explore Aspect 3 - Phase One
(body percussion) through a collection of lively and more active songs, designed to get
children moving and showing an awareness of timbre and tempo. Children should be
encouraged to create and sustain these sounds whilst still listening attentively to the
directions for each song. Using body percussion helps children to experience a multi-
sensory approach to music making, and often helps children to internalise new songs

Relates to:
Aspect 3 - body percussion

Main purpose:

To encourage children to join in with body
percussion sounds, identifying when and how
to respond. Also, to help develop children’s
sense of rhythm and tempo.

Main musical element:
Timbre and Tempo

Teaching notes:

* Demonstrate each body percussion sound
in advance of listening through to the song.
Remember to present them in the correct
rhythm: “1-2-3".

* Encourage children to learn and sing the
last 4 lines of each verse, for which they should
remain still.

» Ask children to think of, and demonstrate,
any other body percussion sounds.

» Choosing the most effective sounds, ask
children what these sound like. You'll need to
lead children away from responding “it sounds
like clapping” - but towards “it sounds like
raindrops” etc.

* Encourage children to ‘tighten up’ the
rhythmic element (‘1 -2 - 3°’) of their body
percussion by using a drum to accentuate the
rhythm.

» Allow a more creative, free-for-all approach
to children’s response during the instrumental
verses. Alternatively, devise a brief dance
during this section, using the body percussion
from each verse of the song.

A

Can You Clap Like This ? \1/L

VERSE 1

Can you clap like this ?

(action: clap - clap - clap)

Can you stamp like that ?

(action: stamp - stamp - stamp )
Can you click your tongue ?
(sound: click - click - click)
Can you pat, pat, pat ?

(action - patting Xnees: pat - pat - pat)
There are lots of sounds

that your body can make.

Use your fingers and hands,

use your feet and legs.

VERSE 2

Can you blow like this ?

(sound: blow - blow - blow)

Can you whistle like that ?

(sound: whistle - whistle - whistle )
Can you rub your hands ?

(action: rub - rub - rub)

Can you tap, tap, tap ?

(action - tapping head: tap - tap - tap)
There are lots of sounds

that your body can make.

Use your fingers and hands,

use your feet and legs.

( voiceover: Come on everyone,
let me hear your body percussion ! )

INSTRUMENTAL VERSE

( voiceover: Keep going everyone !)

INSTRUMENTAL VERSE AGAIN

(then join in half way through with...)
There are lots of sounds

that your body can make.

Use your fingers and hands,

use your feet and legs.
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Rhythm and Rhyme Songs

CD This section helps teachers to explore Aspect 4 - Phase One (rhythm and rhyme). The first
tracks two songs in this section feature strong repeating rhythms which help teachers to encourage
children’s rhythmic movement and singing. The second two songs feature rhyming pairs for

—

L children to explore through singing and speech. Children’s awareness of rhythm and ability
to create and identify rhymes is an important key skill in their Communication, Language and
Literacy development.
CD
track
Relates to: Bang On The Drum

Aspect 4 - rhythm and rhyme

Main purpose:

To develop children’s sense of rhythm and
encourage them to sing phrases rhythmically
within a repeating song structure.

Main musical element:
Tempo (keeping a steady beat) and Dynamics
(from loud to quiet)

Teaching notes:

« Before listening to/singing the song, read out
the first 4 words of Verses 1-5 in a rhythmic way,
asking children to copy. Then add a simple action
for each.

» Listen through to the song together, then ask
children what happened at the end (i.e. it gets
quieter and quieter).

* Lead children through the song, adding your
actions.

+ Discuss the idea of a band marching past,
helping children to understand the progression
from approaching (quiet), to passing (loud), to
moving away (quiet).

* Use a large drum in the centre of a circle,
encouraging children to take turns to beat out the
rhythm of the 4-word phrases in each of verses
1-5 (which are all the same rhythm).

VERSE 1

Bang on the drum, bang on the drum.
Bang on the drum as we walk along.
(repeat lines 1 + 2)

VERSE 2

Toot on the flute, toot on the flute.
Toot on the flute in our shiny boots.
(repeat lines 1 + 2)

VERSE 3
Blow on the horn, blow on the horn.

Blow on the horn in our uniform.
(repeat lines 1 + 2)

VERSE 4

March in a line, march in a line.
March in a line as we play in time.
(repeat lines 1 + 2)

VERSE 5

Wave at the crowd, wave at the crowd.
Wave at the crowd as we play out loud.
(repeat lines 1 + 2)

VERSE ¢

Fade away, fade away.
Come again on another day.
(quieter)

Fade away, fade away.
Come again on another day.
(quieter still)

Fade away, fade away.
Come again on another day.
(even quieter)

Fade away, fade away.
Come again on another day.
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D Alliteration Songs
Lracid Packed full of alliteration, these four songs help teachers to explore Aspect 5 - Phase One
racks (alliteration) in a fun, memorable way, encouraging children to identify and use alliteration in
%% their singing and speaking. These songs feature noticeably longer structures than those in
earlier Aspects and more progressive teaching notes.
A
CD
Relates to: Big Brown Bears track

Aspect 5 - alliteration

Main purpose:
To develop children’s awareness of alliteration
and to encourage them to sing alliterating phrases.

Teaching notes:

» Before listening to / singing the song, read out
the two alliterating word phrases in the first lines
of each verse (omitting the word ‘have’). Ask
children to copy.

+ Carefully make the phonic sounds which begin
each of the animal names: bears, frogs, snakes
and wolves. Ask children to copy, spending time
to help children make these phonic sounds.

* Introduce the word ‘munch’, then ask children
to say the last line of verse 1, demonstrating it
rhythmically to them as in the song.

*  When singing through, expect children to at
least be able to join in with lines 1 and 6 of each
verse - more than this may become difficult for
some children.

* Make hats/headbands to help group children
as animals in the song.

» Later, explore making vocal sounds to match
each animal in the song, with each group joining
in with these sounds in the background whilst the
song plays.

VERSE 1

Big, brown bears have furry feet.

Big, brown bears have furry feet.
You'll always hear a bear

when he wanders over there

to eat your lovely, lovely, little lunch.
Munch, munch, munch, munch, munch.

VERSE 2

Fit, fat frogs have terrible tongues.
Fit, fat frogs have terrible tongues.
You'll always hear a frog

when he jumps up on a log

to eat your lovely, lovely, little lunch.
Munch, munch, munch, munch, munch.

VERSE 3
Sleek, soft snakes have fearsome fangs.

Sleek, soft snakes have fearsome fangs.
You'll always hear a snake

when he slides out of the lake

to eat your lovely, lovely, little lunch.
Munch, munch, munch, munch, munch.

VERSE 4

Wild, white wolves have horrible howls.
Wild, white wolves have horrible howls.
You'll always hear a wolf

when he turns up by himself

to eat your lovely, lovely, little lunch.
Munch, munch, munch, munch, munch.
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Voice Sound Songs

These four songs explore a variety of vocal sounds and timbres, helping teachers to explore
Aspect 6 - Phase One (voice sounds) in a lively way, helping children to clearly identify and
contribute their own voice sounds. Exploring voice sounds helps children to create and
practise and process individual phonemes and syllables when forming words.

Relates to:
Aspect 6 - voice sounds

Main purpose:

To develop children’s use and awareness of a
range of voice sounds and their different
timbres and dynamics.

Main musical element:
Dynamics and Timbre

Teaching notes:

« Demonstrate the different voice sounds
(timbres) from the song (whispering, shouting,
squeaking, growling, talking) encouraging chil-
dren to imitate you.

» Listen through to the song, then afterwards,
ask children to recall “who was shouting ?”,
‘what was squeaking ?”, etc.

 Encourage children to contrast their
dynamics between verses as follows: quiet
whispering / loud shouting / quiet squeaking /
loud growling / quiet talking.

* Encourage/demonstrate a rhythmic flow to
each verse.

» Later, ask children to identify who/what else
might shout/squeak/growl etc., and to get
children to demonstrate other ways of using
their voices. You will probably need to help
them by suggesting a few creatures (e.g.
spaceman, parrot, tortoise, snake, fly, etc.).

My Voice

CHORUS
I can use my voice in different ways

and I wonder how I'm going to use it today ?

(spoken) Ahal

VERSE 1
(whispered) 1 am whispering like the wind.
I am whispering like the wind.
Can you hear me ? Can you hear me ?
I am whispering like the wind.

REPEAT CHORUS

VERSE 2

(shouted) 1 am shouting like a giant.
I am shouting like a giant.

Can you hear me ? Can you hear me ?
I am shouting like a giant.

REPEAT CHORUS

VERSE 3

(squeaking) 1 am squeaking like a mouse.
I am squeaking like a mouse.

Can you hear me ? Can you hear me ?

I am squeaking like a mouse.

REPEAT CHORUS

VERSE 4

(growling) 1 am growling like a bear.
I am growling like a bear.

Can you hear me ? Can you hear me ?
I am growling like a bear.

REPEAT CHORUS

VERSE 5

(talking) I am talking like a child.

I am talking like a child.

Can you hear me ? Can you hear me ?
I am talking like a child.

REPEAT CHORUS
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Oral Blending and Segmenting Songs

These final four songs help teachers to explore different stages of blending and segment-
ing, from compound words moving on to consonant-vowel-consonant (cvc) words. This
directly supports Aspect 7 - Phase One (oral blending and segmenting). The songs
present a fun variety of scenarios that can be easily followed-up for further discussion with

Relates to:
Aspect 7 - oral blending and segmenting

Main purpose:

To develop children’s ability to identify and use
oral blending and segmenting in words and
singing.

Teaching notes:

* Practise segmenting the 12 compound words,
with children, that are featured in the song. Speak
the full word first, then the two segmented parts
for children to copy. Some children will be able to
identify the segments for themselves.

« Call out the initial segment of each word,
encouraging children to complete the word with
the correct segment. Be prepared to use picture
cards to help with this activity.

+ Listen through to the song, paying attention to
the rhythms used in lines 2 and 3 of each verse.
* It may be necessary to hold up picture cards
to help children to progress through the song.

« Sing through and learn the song, trying to
capture the mysterious tone when performing it.

CD

track

Cowboy In The Classroom

Verse 1

There's a cowboy in the classroom. (x2)
Cow - boy, class - room.

Cowboy, classroom.

What are we going to do ?

Verse 2

There's a postman in the playpark. (x2)
Post - man, play - park.

Postman, playpark.

What are we going to do ?

Verse 3

There's a hedgehog in the hallway. (x2)
Hedge - hog, hall - way.

Hedgehog, hallway.

What are we going to do ?

Verse 4

There's a binman in the bathroom. (x2)
Bin - man, bath - room.

Binman, bathroom.

What are we going to do ?

Verse 5

There's a football in the fishpond. (x2)
Foot - ball, fish - pond.

Football, fishpond.

What are we going to do ?

Verse 6

There's a toothbrush in the toolbox. (x2)
Tooth - brush, tool - box.

Toothbrush, toolbox.

What are we going to do ?
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